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His MAJESTY's SUBJECTS, , 


SETTLED ON THE COAST OF 
X VV 6. a 7 
IN THE BAY OF HONDURAS, 


UNDER THE SPECIAL AND SOLE PROTECTION OF THE CROWN OF SPAIN z 


* 


WHO WERE, IN THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1779, ROBBED AND DESPOILED 
OF THEIR PROPERTY, AND PERSONS BY THE 
KING or SPAIN'S FORCES AND SUBJECTS, 1 ATION OF THE 
SEVENTEENTH ARTICLE OF THE TREATY "OF PARIS, CON» 
CLUDED IN FEBRUARY 1763, AND IN BREACH OF OTHER 
PRIOR ARTICLES AND TREATIES, THEN IN FORCE 

* BETWEEN HIS MAJESTY AND THE $SALD 
| KING OF SPAIN, 


MOST HUMBLY SUBMITTED 
T 0 


The K ING's Moſt Excellent MAJESTY 3 in COUN car, 


A N D 


- 


The LORDS and COMMONS in PARLIAMENT, 
| 


L O N D © N: 


PRINTED FOR T. CADELL IN THE STRAND. 
| M.DCC.LXXXIX, 


# 


# *% _ 
£3 
My 


To the King's Mo of Excellent Majeſty in oe; 
the Moft and Right Reverend, the Moft and Very 
Noble, the Right Honourable and Honourable, 
the Lords and Commons in Parliament ; : 


The following Caſe of his Majeſty s Subjects, ſettled 
on the Coaſt of Turan in the Bay of Honduras, 
who were, in the "Month of Septenber 1779, 
robbed and deſpoiled of their Property, and cap- 
tivated in their Perſons by the King of Spain 
subjects; in Violation and Breach of the Seven- 
teenth Article of the Treaty of Paris, and in 
Breach of other prior Articles of Treaty which 
had been concluded between his Majeſty and the 
ſaid King of Spain; is moſt humbly fabmiced, 


O ON after the conqueſt of Jamaica in 1656, the objects of 
Great-Britain did ſettle on the eaſtern coaſt of Yacatan, and 
continued uniformly there in poſſeſſion of the foil and the wood- 
trade, under the direction and government of his Majeſty*s Governor 
of Jamaica, In conſequence of the King's orders through his Se- 


cretary of _ Sir. Thomas Lynch, then Governor of Jamaica, 
B tranſmitted 


* 

. 
„* 
= = 


tranſmitted to King Charles the Second, in 167r, his report reſpect- 


> 5 


ing this ſettlement and trade; in which he obſerved, . That the 
« Engliſh had done every act that conſtituted a right of poſſeſſion in 


the firſt ſettlers ; and that the American treaty in 1670 had re- 


moved all poflible doubts, by eſtabliſhing the paſſidetis ati, with 
« full rights of ſovereignty, in all places held prior to that time.” 
In regard to trade, © he ſtated its importance to be ſuch, as annually 
* increaſed his Majeſty's cuſtoms, and the national commerce, more 
than any other of his Majeſty's colonies.” In 1672, Sir Thomas 
Modyford, the ſucceeding Governor of Jamaica, addreſſed the Lords 
of the Privy Council upon the ſame ſubject; in which he alſo vin- 
dicated the public right to the country, and ſubmitted to their ob- 
ſervation a proclamation, which he had iſſued for the regulation 
and ſecurity of the ſettlement ; upon which he received their Lord- 
ſhips' approbation of what he had done. Theſe facts, and many 
others, are contained in the ſolemn Report, made by the Board of 
Trade and Plantations, in the year 1717. 

This ſettlement of his Majeſty's ſubjects continued uniformly 
in the full right, property, and poſſeſſion, not only of the caſt ſhore 
of this country, but of its rivers and of its wood-trade ; and main- 
tained the free and independent ſovereignty of Great-Britain over 
the ſame, in the form of a Britiſh ſettlement, under the government, 
control, and direction, of his Majeſty's Governor of Jamaica, from 
the above period of 1717, until the peace of Paris 1763. At this 
time his Majeſty, by the 17th article of that treaty, voluntarily re- 
linquiſhed the ſovereignty of that ſhore, in favour of the King of 
Spain; who, by the ſame article, plighted his royal promiſe and 
good faith, to protect his Majeſty's ſubjects in the full enjoyment 
and continuation of their rights, in carrying on the ſaid wood- 
trade. In this fituation his Majeſty's ſubjects continued to occupy 
and poſſeſs this country, until September 1779; when, in breach 
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of this, and former articles of treaty, the ſubjects and forces of 
his Catholic Majeſty perfidiouſly ſurpriſed, robbed, and pillaged 
the whole Britiſh ſettlers of their property, and ſeized on the per- 
ſons. of all of them on whom they could lay hold, and detained 
them in this wretched condition until about the month of July 
1782, when they were permitted to return to Jamaica, 
The loſſes and injuries they ſuffered, and the meaſures they have 
taken for redreſs, with the evidence and proofs attending them, 
are particularly ſtated in a Petition to the King in Capncil, under 
the gth of March 1787, as follows : viz. Ts 
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7. th + King'r Mo of Excellent Majeſty in Cancil 


The humble Petition of his Majeſty's Subſects, hs 

ul, ie were ſettled on the Coaſt of Tucatan, in the Bay 

1 +06 Honduras, under the ſpecial and ſole Protec- 

tion of his Catholic Majgſiy, as ſet forth in the 

7th Article of the Treaty of Paris in 1763; 

and who, in Violation and Breach of that 

ſpecial and ſole Protection, were, on or about 

the 15th of September 1779, captivated in 

their Perſons, and deſpoiled and robbed of their 

* Property, by the Officers, Forces, and dul hose 
of his ſaid Catholic Majeſty. 


May it phaſe your Majeſty, 


OUR Petitioners being moſt grievouſly injured in their 
perſons, and ſpoiled of their property, beg leave moſt faith- 

fully to lay their caſe and proceedings for redreſs before your Ma- 
jeſty, as follows, viz, 

That your ſaid petitioners, in conjunction with all your Majeſty's 
ſubjects ſettled at Yucatan, in the Bay of Honduras, applied to your 
Majeſty in Council, by memorial of the 12th of April 1781: In 
which memorial your petitioners ſpecially ſtated, 

That by depending upon the ſaid 17th article of the treaty of 
« Paris, 1763, and truſting to the good faith of his Catholic Ma- 
« jeſty in maintaining the ſame, they were all of them, in the 
% month of September 1779, ſuddenly beſet with an armed force, 
« deprived 


” 


[WD 


« deprived of their property to a very great amount, and many of, - 


«© them carried into ſervitude; contrary to the true ſpirit. and 
* meaning of that article, and to the rule of war, as nne among 
* civiliſed nations, &. 41 10 511 

« Impelled by theſe tate, your Se — Irobly. vegged 
« leaye to fubmit to your Majeſty, the propriety and neceſſity of 
giving a particular attention to the rights of your petitioners, then 
« lately driven from the Bay of Honduras, in the conferences that 
% then were, or might be opened, on the continent, ſor bringing 
« about an accommodation between the belligetent powers; ſo as. 
* that your petitioners might receive a juſt and adequate indemnity 
« and reimburſement, for the very important loſſes they had ſuſ- 
« tained in their property and perſons, at the commencement of the 
« then preſent war, by not having had any premonition, not time 
given to them, for removing themſelves and effects from thence, 
* where they had ſettled ſolely. upon the public faith. given to them 
« of his Catholic Majeſty's protection, in the ſaid. 17th article ll the 
« treaty of Paris,” &. 

That the order made on the e of at the Conneil-Boned, 
beld on or about the 23d of faid April 1781, was to the ene, 
effect, via. 

That the object of the petition not appearing to be matter for 
T any decifion from the Council-Board, nor in fact for immediate 
« ſteps of any kind to be taken therein, the petition has been 
«« put into the hands of the Right Honourable Lord George Ger- 
% main, who will bring the matter forward when occaſion ſhall 
«« be, that due attention may be paid thereto at the proper time. 

Having thus introduced their caſe to your Majeſty in Council, 


your petitioners remained filent until the firſt opening took place for. 


ſettling preliminaries with the belligerent powers, which was, as 
they conceived, about the month of September 1782.; when under 
" | I | the 


Letter, 
Cortrell, {q. 
to petitioners* 
agent, dated 
4h May, 
1781, 


(69 
the 28th of thet month; they addreſſed a memorial to the Right 


Honourable Thomas Townſhend, then your Majeſty's Principal Se- 
eretary of State for the Home Department, accompanied by a dupli- 
cate of their preceding memorial to your Majeſty of the r#th of 
"I 1781, wherein they ſtated, 

That previous to the treaty of peace concluded at Paris on the 
4 1oth of February 1763, his Majeſty's ſubjects cut logwood, and 


46 poſefied and enjoyed their reſpective ſettlements lying in the Bey 


<4 of Honduras, and on the quays and iflands adjacent thereto, as firſt 
oc“ pants and ſettlers 'thereon; and built block-houſes, or forts, 
«4 andexerciſed themſelves in arms for the better ſecurity and protec- 
tion thereof. And that this right was conſtantly and effectually 
e maintained by the Crown of Great-Britain, until the ſame was 
given up by the 14th article of oy Wforefhid treaty (which is 
therein ſet forth). 

eln conſequence of this article, all forts and block-houſes, which 
% his Majeſty's ſubjects had erected in the Bay of Honduras, were 
% demoliſhed ; and your memorialiſts repoſing the higheſt truſt 
and confidence in the honour and good' faith of his Catholic Ma- 
e jeſty, ſo amply ſecured to them by his royal affurance in the above- 
+ mentioned article of treaty, continued to follow their buſineſs in 
«© cutting logwood at their reſpective ſettlements in the government 
of Yucatan, until September 1779 years; when his ſaid Catholic 
.«« Majeſty's officers and ſubjects from Merida, and other places of 
« the ſaid government of Yucatan, ſurpriſed them in a violent and 
4 hoſtile manner at St. George's Quay, and places adjacent, and 
% robbed them of their poſſeſſions, property, and effects, and of 
«« their ſervants and negroes ; and carried off many of themſelves 
« into captivity, from whence they were only permitted to return 
to his Majeſty's ſettlements in the Weſt-Indies, on or about 
the month of June laſt, as priſoners of . contrary to the ex- 


preſs 


(7) 

preſs aſſurance of his faid Catholic Majeſty,” in breach of the 
* aforeſaid: 17th: article of the treaty of Paris, in 1763, a6 well as 
«© the 6th article of the treaty of Utrecht, dated the 28th of No- 
vember 1713, and in direct violation of the rules of war, as ob- 
. ſerved,. and uni ſormly practiſed, amongſt all civilifed nations; by 
« which premonition is given, and proper time allowed for the ſub- 
* jects of an enemy to remove themſelves and effects, previous to 
any reſtraint or capture being made of them, &c. &. In reſpect 
« whereof, your memorialiſts humbly pray, that the merits of their 
caſe may be taken into conſideration, in order that proper meaſures 
* may be formed for obtaining redreſs from the Crown of Spain, 
* on the re- eſtabliſhment of peace with his Catholic Majeſty, for the 
loſſes they ſuſtained in the ſaid month of September 1779, by the 
violent captures then made of their perſons, negroes, goods, pro- 
«« perty, and poſſeſſions, according to the juſt amount and value 
thereof, &c. And for this purpoſe, Sir, they pray, that you will 
« be pleaſed to lay their preſent memorial, along with their former 
« one of the ſaid month of April 1787, before the King in Council, 
« as ſoon as it may be proper ſo to do, that his Majeſty in Council 
% may be pleaſed to give ſuch directions herein, as to his royal wi 
« dom and juſtice may ſeem meet,” 

That your Majeſty's ſaid Principal Secretary of State for the Home : 
Department was, by your petitioners' agent, put in mind of the fore. - 
going memorials on the 25th of November 17823 and on the gth 
of December following their freſh memorial was preſented to 
him, requeſting that he would lay their former papers before- your' 
Majeſty in Council, That ſuch meaſures might be adopted re- 
ſpecting them, in the (then) preſent moment of pacification, as 
might beſt anſwer. the important intereſts of the nation, and the 
* indemnification of the private ſufferers,” This fubje& of indem 
nification and ſatis faction was again ſubmitted to your Majeſty's 

i 4 1 
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Kig Prigkineli Soiretaty; of State, by your petitioners' agent, in form 
of n letter, ,udder:the+24th of ſaid December 1782 ;' wherein, after 
ſtating theit deplorable ſituation, he ſays, It is humbly hoped that 
one ſmall article may find its way into the preſent treaty, which 
«ſhall ſtipulate ſatis faction and payment for the injuries and loſſes 
1 ſuſtained hy the late inhabitants of the Bay, upon a fair ſtatement 
of ſuch injuries, and proof of ſuch loſſes, as were ſuffered in the 
ſaid month of September 1779, e to the good faith and ho- 
nout of the Crown of Spain. Nil 

That the preliminaries having wikis ſettled 1 rg any mention 
of your, Majeſty's. petitioners, they proceeded, in the month of 
—_ 1783; during the negociation of the peace itſelf, to repreſent 
to your Majeſty's then Principal Secretaries of State, the Right Ho- 
nourable Lord. North, and the Right Honourable Mr. Fox, by their 
| memorial of the 8th of ſaid April, as follows, viz. 
That in all ordinary caſes, and according to the rules of war, 
iat practiſed by all civiliſed nations, your memorialiſts humbly 
cgoncei ve, the ſubjects of the belligerent powers are mutually per- 
mitted and allowed to remoye themſelves and their effects from 
the hoſtile country, without forfeiture, injury, or moleſtation of 
any kind. This rule was ſtrictly obſerved in all his Majeſty's do- 
„% minions, with reſpeR to the ſubjects of Spain reſiding within the 
ame, upon the rupture taking piace between the two crowns in 
June 1779. The caſe. is much ſtronger with reſpect to your me- 
“ morialiſts. Previous to the treaty of Paris, they were ſecured in 
theit perſons, their poſſeſſions, and property, by forts, by a mili- 
< tary. detachment, and by their own attention to their preſervation 
in the exerciſe of arms, and a proper proviſion, of ammunition and 
implements of war. But repoſing the higheſt truſt in that treaty, 
and confiding ſolely in the good faith and ſtrong aſſurances given 
* by his Catholic Majeſty in the 17th. article of it,—* That he 
* would 


2446] 


(Sv) 
© would not permit them, os dhl wech us We eren te bis 


© leſted, under any pretence whatever; and that they might build 
* without hindrance, and occupy- without interruption, the houſes 
and magazines neceſſary for them ;'—they deſtroyed their fortifica- 
tions, relinquiſhed their military force, abandoned the uſe of arms 
% and warlike preparations, and wholly repoſed their ſecurity in 
the high and powerful protection of his Catholic Majeſty. In 
„this innocent and defenceleſs ſtate, altogether unconſcious of the 
rupture between the two crowns, and attentive only to their oc- 
« cupations and the civil duties of life, they were, about the 16th 
© of September 1779, ſurpriſed and hoſtilely attacked by his Ca- 
s tholic Majeſty's officers and ſubjects, ſpoiled of their. property, in- 
«« ſulted in their perſons, and many of them dragged like ſlaves into 
« captivity, and marched ſome hundred miles up the country, to the 
* capital Merida, where they languiſhed between two and three 
«« years, deprived of liberty, and all the comforts of life ; and only a 
% few months ago have the ſad remains of them been able to return 
© to Jamaica, overwhelmed with N and in the deepeſt diſtreſs. 
Others of them, more fortunate, had the happineſs to eſcape with 
« the loſs of their property, and were ſaved by the timely appear- 
« ance of his Majctty 's armed ſchooner of war the Race-Horſe.” 
— Having referred to their former applications, and ſhortly reſumed 
their argument, they conclude, that they are clearly, fairly, and 
« indiſputably entitled to the fulleſt ſatisfaction and indemnification 
for their ſaid injuries and loſſes. —To refuſe. this, on the part of 
« Spain, would be an indelible ſtain to the royal dignity, honour, 
and good faith of his Catholic Majeſty. It would be making the 
« 17th article of the Treaty of Paris a trap and decoy, for diſarming 
« your memorialiſts, and obtaining their confidence, in order the 
more eaſily and effectually to enſlave their perſons, and confiſcate 


their property. No dependence could be had hercafter, on the 
| ; C faith 


6 9 
faith and obligation of any future treaty ; and ſuch a cruel breach 
ef good faith and humanity, being once eſtabliſhed, or let paſs 
« with impunity, neither your memorialiſts, nor any other of his 
«4 Majeſty's ſubjecte, could ever, hereafter, expect any other treat- 
ment from the ſubjects of Spain in thoſe parts, but the groſſeſt and 
* moſt wanton depredations, Mhereſore your memorialiſts hum- 
* bly ſubmit the propriety and neceſſity of ſettling and adjuſting. 
% with the Court of Spain, at the fame time the Definitive Treaty 
is ſettled, a ſeparate article and agreement, whereby the Court of 
Spain ſhalt undertake and promiſe to indemnify and pay, without 
* delay, the aforeſaid loſſes, which your memoriliſts have ſuſ- 
* tained,. according to the juſt amount thereof, as the fame ſhall 
appear to be proved and certified before any of his Majeſty's Go- 
* verhors, &c. In reſpect whereof your memorialiſts pray, that 
the whole premiſes may be laid before the King in Council, that: 
* ſuch meaſures may be taken, and ſuch redreſs obtained,, as to bis 
« Majeſty,.in his royal wiſdom, may ſeem meet. 

That your petitioners preſented, under the 1 3th of June 1783, 
another memorial to your Majeſty's ſaid Prineipal Secretary of State, 
the Right Honourable Mr. Fox,. wherein,. after making due re- 
ference to their former memorial. of the 8th- of April preceding,. 
they ſtate as follows, viz. h 

That your memorialiſts are at this time peeing and aſcertain- 
ing, in Jamaica,, their reſpeclive injuries and Ioſſes, at the time 
of their ſaid captivity and expulſion ; and hops ſoon to have them- 
« lodged with their agent here. 

„That many of them are ſo reduced by the diſaſters and cala- 
« migics before deſcribed, as to ſubſiſt by charity; and all of them 
« to depend upon the benevolence of their creditors, for reſpiting 
their juſt demands. Under theſe afflicting, and almoſt deſperate 
50 W RE they ſtill, with e, reſt upon the juſtice 
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of their cauſe, the ſpirit. and honour of the nation to ſee them 
* righted, and the good faith, rectitude, and dignity of the Crown 
« of Spain to do away the iniquity of its ſubjects, by making fair 
« and ample compenſation. to your memorialiſts ln reſpe& 
*« whereof your memorialiſts moſt earneſtly ſolicit your protection, 
and pray that their caſe may be ſo taken under conſideration in 
«« ſettling the Definitive Treaty with Spain, as to obtain by a ſepa- 
* rate article, or in ſuch other way as ſhall appear beſt to Govern- 
„ ment, indemnity and ſatis faction for ſaid injuries and loſſes; and 
* that the ſame ſhall be liquidated and paid, as ſoon as the proofs 
* aſcertaining their demands ſhall appear,” þ 

That your petitioners applied again, by memorial of the -8th of 
June, to the ſaid Right Honourable Mr. Fox; wherein, after remind- 
ing him of their former memorials of the 8th of April and 13th 
inſtant, June, they ſtate, 

« That your memorialiſts are recently informed, that when his 
« Majeſty's Ambaſſador at Paris, the Duke of Mancheſter, entered 
40 lately upon this ſubject with his Catholic Majeſty 8 Ambaſſador, 
the Duke D' Aranda, likewiſe reſiding there, for adjuſting the 
« terms of the preſent treaty of peace, the ſaid Duke D'Aranda ex- 
i preſſed much paſſion, and would admit of no conference upon 
« this ſubject. | 

«« Upon this fact, your memorialiſts moſt humbly ſubmit, that 
« the Duke D'Aranda, by this extraordinary proceeding, deviated 
« from his rank and character of Ambaſſador and Negociator of 
a Peace, and debaſed himſelf into the office of Defender and Pro- 
* tector of the rapacious, unprovoked, and cruel enormities, com- 
« mitted upon the perſons and properties of his Majeſty's ſubjects 
« at that time, of which many inſtances might be given, to aggra- 
T vate the robberies and oppreſſions committed by his Catholic 
« Majeſty's ſubjects upon that occaſion. Nor have the paſſions, 
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« Zudices, * intereſts of particular men, as your memorialiſts con- 


«« ceive, any thing to do with the forming of treaties of peace and 
«friendſhip between nations; nor in redreſſing the grievances, in- 
4 juries, and loſſes, inflicted upon their reſpective ſubjects.Vour 
* memorialiſts, therefore, moſt reſpectfully beg leave to inſiſt upon 
* ſatisfation and compenſation for the injuries and loſſes they have 
© ſuſtained, as above ſet forth; and to rely upon the juſtice of 
their cauſe, the public honour and good faith of his Catholic 
*« Majeſty, and the wiſdom, energy, and firmneſs of his Majeſty's 
„Government, in obtaining them redreſs. —In reſpect whereof, 
Sir, they moſt earneſtly beg your protection, in laying their caſe 
before his Majeſty in Council, that ſuch meaſures may be taken 
herein, as ſhall appear moſt effectual for obtaining juſtice to your 
* memorialiſts, and vindicating the honour of the 2 in the fair 
and true obſervance of the treaty of peace in 1763,” 

T hat the preliminaries, and the preſent treaty of peace with the 
Crown of Spain, having been ſettled without any proviſion being. 
made therein for the injuries and loſſes ſuffered by your petitioners, 
they again addreſſed your Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, 
Lord North and Mr. Fox, by memorial of the 11th December 
x 793, wherein, after recapitulating the injuries and loſſes they had 
ſuffered in September 1779, and referring to their memorials of 
12th April 1781, 28th September and gth December 1782, and the 

8th April, 13th and 28th June 1783, they ſtate, as follows: 
That the long captivity of many, and great embarraſſments of 
4 all the memorialiſts, in conſequence of the ſoregoing injuries, 
«« diſtrefſes, and robberies inflited upon them, have prevented them 
« from being able, ſooner, to lay before Government the amount of 
„the loſſes by them fuſtained, at the time and in the manner 
above mentioned ; but now that they have proved and aſcertained 
„ them in bis Majeſty" s iſland of Jamaica, the lofſes ariſing from 


« the 


.. 


E e 1 3 1 _ | c 
the capture of their ſaid property and effects amount to the ſur C. 
C. 109,840; . 6d. Jamaica currency, which makes, in ſterling 
„money, C. 78, 457 35. Gd. as will more fully appear by the ſpe- | 
* cial proceedings in the proofs taken thereof, certified by his Ma- 
5 jeſty's Governor, under the ſeal of the ſaid ifland of Jamaica, and 
now expected Hy the arrival of the firſt packet from thence. 
„They further Slaim the legal Weſt-India intereſt of fix per cent. 
due upon the ſaid principal ſum of L. 109,840; g. Cd. on and 
* ſince the ſaid = 5th day of September 1779, which, on this r1ith 
day of Deceimn Ber 1783, is four years two months and twenty- 
„ ſeven days, an d amounts to the further ſum of C. 27,947; 9s. 2d. 
making together the ſum of L. 137,787; 135. 8d. errors excepted ; 
* which is equal to the ſum of . 98,419; 5-. d. ſterling, ſaving, as 
« aforeſaid, errors of calculation. As alſo the growing intereſt 
« of fix per cent. from and after this 11th of December 1783, as 
the ſame ſhall grow and become due upon the ſaid principal fum 
«© of C. 109,84 os 4. 64. Jamaica currency, until the ſame ſhall be 
fully faticfiedd and paid, clear of all ai, taxes, fees, 
« and demands whatſoever. 
„That your zxmnemorialiſts humbly conceive, and moſt re ſpectfully 
« ſubmit, that, a bſtracted from the great and unprecedented indignity, 
injury, and affront, put upon the crown and nation of Great- 
« Britain, and the unqueſtionable reparations due for their ill uſage, 
* loſs of liberty, and long impriſonment of his Majeſty's ſubjects, as 
* above related, they have the faireſt, juſteſt, and moſt equitable 
claim upon the Crown of Spain, for the ſaid ſum of ninety-eight 
«* thouſand fou hundred and nineteen pounds five ſhillings and 
« nine-pence Fterling; together with the growing intereſt of fix 
per cent. upon the aforeſaid principal ſum of one hundred and 
« nine thouſand eight hundred and forty pounds four ſhillings and 
« fx-pence. Jarmnaica currency, from and after the 11th day of De- 
6 «« cember 


. '(-44)) 
, gember ys. until the ſame ſhall be paid as diorefaid. And Hie 
1 ſaid Catholic Majeſty is bound by evety tie of honour, good 
4 faith, and AION e eee and chat for _ 

_ *reafons; 

Firſt, Becauſe it is an univerſally received maxim and rule of 

66 wer with all civiliſed nations, that on hoſtilities commencing be - 

66 tween any two ſovereign Nates, the ſubjects of each may remain 

e ſafe.in their. perſons and property within the dominions of the ad- 

+ verſe power, . until they ate · ordered to depart with their effects; 

% and when they are ſo ordered, that a reaſonable and practicable 

time be allowed them for this. purpoſe. This rule was moft 

«« ſtrictly obſerved by bis Majeſty in all his dominions, with reſpect 

„ to his Catholic .Majeiſty's ſubjects: whilſt every indignity and 

injury was ſuffered by your memorialiſts within his Catholic 

Majeſty's territory, and. from his Catholic Majeſty officer. forces, 
« and ſubjects. 

„ Second, Becauſe by the Gth article of the Treaty of Navigation 

% and Commerce, dated the 28th day of November 1713, which 

% was renewed and confirmed by the Treaty of Patris, under the 1oth 

% of February 1763. it is ſolemnly agreed, that as the uſe and 

liberty of navigation and commerce ought to remain on both fades intire, 

4 ſecure, and free from all moleflation to the fubjetts of both their Royal 

* Majefties, as long as the peace and friendſhip entered into between their 

+ Royol Majgfties,and their Crowns ſhall fubfh ; ſo likewiſe their Reyal 

'* Majeſties baue thought fit to provide, that their ſaid ſubjetis ſhall not be 


+ deprived of that ſecurity, by reaſon of any ſparks of diſcord which may | 
* ariſe; but, on the contrary, they ſpall enjoy the full benefit of peace, 
+ ſo long as war ſhall not be declared between the two erowns. —In vi- 
« olation of which article, your memorialiſts were attacked, op- 
+4 preſſed, captivated, and deſpoiled of their property and effects, as 
44 above ſet n. without any declaration of war, and as carly as 


„ 


(Cn 


vit was poſible tbr the ſwifteſt conveyance to being -news=+ of 
© the firſt, ſpacks of diſcord. being ignited, between the Repel: *. 
ties, from Spain to the ſaid peninſula of Vucatan. 


Third, Becauſe by the 17th article of ſaid Treaty of Paris, under 
the [ſaid 10th of February 1763, it is mutually and expreſely 
agreed, that His Britannic: Majeſty: ſhall cauſe to be demoliſhed - 
all the fortifications, which his ſubjects had erected in the Bay of 
Honduras, and other places of the territory of Spain in that part 
of the world, four months after the ratification of the ſaid treaty: 
And his Catholic Mazefly ſhall not permit bis Britannic Majgiys ſub- 
jechi, or their workmen, to be diſturbed or "malefled- under any pretence 
© zohatſoever, in the ſaid: places, in their occupation f cutting, \ loading, | 
and carrying away, logwood,' &. In defiance. of which ſpecial and 
*« royal protection, ſolemnly promiſed in this article, his ſaid Ca- 
«« tholie Majeſty's-offieers, forges, and. ſubject, aſſembled in Yuca-- 
«© tan, ſeized, impriſoned, . and robbed your memorialiſts as above 
« ſtated ;. who, on their part, had duly demoliſhed all their de- 
«« fences, and reſted their whole ſecurity on the bonourable and 
« ſtrict performance of this laſt-mentioned article. by. the Crown of- 
„Spain. 

«« Permit your memorialiſts * reſpe@fully to — that i in 
« vain his Majeſty. forms and executes treaties with the King of 
Spain, if your memorialiſts: ſhall remain unredteſſed and unreim- 
«-burſed, for the loſſes they have actually ſuſtained-from the ty- 
« ranny, rapacity,, and violence of bis Catholic Majeſty's ſubjects, 
ein the inſtance now complained of: for this inſtance will, in that 
«« caſe, be a certain and ſecure authority and precedent, .on. the part 
of Spain, for her ſubjects in the Weſt- Indies to renew theis pride, 
« contempt, and indignity, againſt the Crown and Government of. 
Great - Britain, by freſh acts of injuſtice, robbery, and Plunder, 
« upon the perſons and property of your memorialiſts, &c. 


«Ta; 


* In reſpect whereof your memorialiſts moſt humbly, ſupplicate 
„your Lordſhip's attention and protection, in laying their caſe 


before his Majeſty in Council, that the equity and juſtice of 
« their claim may be duly confidered, and ſuch meaſures. taken, as 
% may moſt effeftually obtain from the Crown of Spain, full and 
% ſpeedy ſatis faction and payment to your memorialiſts, of the 
« ſaid ſum of £. 98,4193 55. 9d. ſterling, due on this 11th day of 
December 1783 ; as alſo the growing intereſt of fix per cent. 
% upon the aforeſaid principal ſum of L. 109,840; 4s. 6d. Jamaica 
currency, from and after this 1 xth'day of December 1783, until 
« the ſame ſhall be paid as aforeſaid,” &c. 

That the evidences and proofs of your ane loſles, * 
been tranſmitted from Jamaica to their agent at London, they ap- 
plied, by memorial of the 22d of March 1784, to the Right Ho- 
nourable Lord Sydney, your Majeſty's Principal Secretary of State 
for the Home Department, and to which they conceived them 
ſelves properly to belong; wherein, after making due reference 
to their laſt —— * the 11th of December 1783, x ns further 
Nate, that 4 664 

« Your memorialiſts * now the honour to lay before your 
«« Lordſhip, the proceedings and evidence taken at Jamaica, for 
1 eſtabliſhing their reſpeRive loſſes, authenticated by the certificate 
«« of his Excellency Captain General Governor Campbell, under the 
4 ſeal of his Majeſty's ſaid iſland of Jamaica, the 7th day of No- 
« yerber laſt ; and thereupon beg leave to ſtate the amount of their 
40 claim upon this 22d wy — 1784, Viz. 
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„The amount of their loffes on rech 
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„ Deceniber 1783 . 50 
Intereſt as ſtated in la eee on the f SES en How ve 
« x ith December 1783 Ne en 2 — * 3 


« Intereſt on ſaid loſſes of C. 109,840; 45. l pes > 
* 11th of faid December 1783, to 22d MA | 
| * 17%, hang (zero popes gag, Is days, "I" 


1 was together L. 139.331 15 114 


£4 — *. I. "7:4 10 941 


- 


« Which ſum of C. 139,633: 187. 1144. Funes — 8 


and amounts to the ſum of C. 99,7373 175.36: fierlazag money of 
« Great-Britain ; and this ſum they claimed. as due orm © ſaid 22d of 
„March 1784, reſerving their further claim of inter it upon the 
„ ſaid principal of C. 109, 840 45. 6d. Jamaica currene v as the ſame 
« may grow and become due, until payment is made thereof. 
And thereupon ſupplicated his Lordſhip*s attention amd Protection, 
in laying their caſe before his Majeſty in er *. AS in lit: mo- 
morial of 11th December 178 3. 
That your petitioners being informed, chat tha Pepe e for 
obtaining redreſs, lay with your Majeſty*s Principal Secre=@ary of State 
for the Foreign Department; addreſſed the Marquis of <Zarmarthen, 
by memorial under the 18th of May 'z 784, making Kaon to his 
Lordſhip their two laſt memorials to Lord North and Lord Sydney, 
and referring to annexed copies of the ſame; / . nn they 
ſtated, 

That your memorialiſts Gaiam very lately cf t think, that 
< the aforeſaid proceedings and evidence, eſtabliſhing their ſaid loſſes, 
— D 4 lr 


* „ 
* 


(uh 
ay not have been hitherto tranſmitted from Lord Sydney 's of- 
e fice into four Lordſhip's/ office.;, and that your Lordſhip and his 
Majeſtys A aſador for the Court of Madrid, may thereby be- 


66 come not ſufficiently informed of the public and national rights, 


s well as the wgiverſal principles of equity and j juſtice which ſup- 
** port their claim of compenſation vpon his ſajd Taboli Majeſty ;: 
your memori beg leave to give your Lordſhip, this information, . 
in order that the ſaid proceedings and evidence may be brought 
into your Lor ip's office, and ſich meaſures taken thereupon, as- 
* may appear r operating effectual relief in the premiſes. And 
for the more Perfect underſtanding of this buſineſs,. they beg leave 
td ſtate-to ur - Lordſhip the amount of their ſaid claims, upon 
«this 48th day” of May 1784, viz.- 
_ * Amount of ir loſſes on the 15th of Septem- „ d. 
ber 17579, a& ated in their ſid memorial of $09;8403- 4 6 
the 11th of December 1783 28 . 
Ae In tereſt thereon be pie eent. on 
PTAs ae wan th September 1779, until ſaid 27,9475 9 * 
rel, rich Deo. 2 783. as ſtated in iis covebcria ef nd 
e d. Niers enen ——ͤ ͤ Üü4?ͤ—ͤ — 
| A Making together * 12707513 1 * 
« Ditto intereſt on ſaid loſſes of (. 109,840; 45 
_ _ * from ith Sf ſaid Dec. 3 140 - 5 
1784; being 3 months and 11 days, as ſtated | © 
in did erm orül of that date 2 — 22 — 
Making together . 139,633 15 rh 
„Ditto intereſt on ſaid loſſes of L. 109, 8403 45. 6d. 
from 224 ff March laſt to this day, ee 1,029; 3 64 


* 


„ ; 
* 


« 18th day of May an which comprehends 
9 "$7 _ IG 


1:9 Making together . 140,662; 19 64 


Which 


ts) 
Which ſum of C. 146,662; 19% 64. Jirndi6a eurretey, equals 


* and atnounts to the ſum of C. 160,47 33 Tis; 4d; ſterling money of 
Great- Britain; and this ſum they claimed as due on ſaid 18th of 
« May 1784, reſerving their further claims of intereſt upon the faid 
< principal of C. 169,846; 4. 6d. Jarnaien curreney, as the ſame 
may grow due, until payment thereof. Aud thereupon ſuppli- 
cated his Lordfhip' attention and protection, in laying their caſe be- 
fore his Majeſty in Council, that the public and national rights, 
as well as the univerſal principles of equity and juſtice ſupporting 
their claim, right be duly conlidered, Ne. as in Aue concluſion of 
the two laſt tnemorials, of 1 7th OY 783, and 230 nicer 


— 


n * 4 Pho 


That your petitioners applied ij AY to the ſaid Marquis of Ciba 


then, by their tnemotial of the 28th of Auguſt 1784 wherein, after 
referring to their laſt memorial of the preceding Nach May, they 
ſtated the growing inteteſt on the principal ſum of C. og, 8 401 40. 6d. 
from ſaid 18th of May to faid 28th of Auguſt, viz. three months 
and ten days, being . 1,848; 55. 94d. making, together with 
L. 140,662; 195. 64d. the ſum due on the ſaid 18th of May, the 
ſum of J. 142,491; 55. 344. Jamaica currency ; which ſutn equalled 


L. 101,779; 97. 51 d. ſterling. And this ſum they claimed as moſt 


juſtly due, and owing unto them, from his ſaid Catholic Majeſty 
and the Crown of Spain, on the ſaid z8th of Auguſt 1784; and 
thereupon prayed to be informed of the progreſs made in this bu- 
ſineſs, and ſupplicated his Lordſhip's attention and protection in 
| ſupporting, at the Court of Spain, the public and national rights, as 
well as the univerſal principles of equity and 1 _ en 
their claims are founded, &c. 

That on the ſaid 28th of Auguſt 1784, Mr. Secretary Fraſer __ 


Nr memorial to Mr. Liſton, with inſtructions 
D2 N * to 


known to your petitioners” agent by letter, that Lord Carmarthen 


* * 
L 8 a _ 6 
STE 1 
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6 to, nn A dei 56.46 fag: enim. 
« the juſtice of anne, ann, 
© loſſes.” 

- That the Treaty . 
Majety. and the King of Spain, about the month of November: 
17845; your. petitioners-reſwmed their ſolicitation. to the Marquis, of 
Carmarthen, by their memorial of the agth of ſaid November. 


In which, after referring to their former. memorial. of 28th of Au- 


guſt, and; ſtating the progreſſive increaſe of their. claims on the 


Crom of Spain, which. made the ſum. then due to them from. his. 


Catholie Majeſty to be (. 142, 0 5. 32 d. they add intereſt on. 
- the principal ſum of C. 109,840; 45. 6d. from ſaid 28th of Auguſt 


to this, 23th of November 1784, viz. three months, being 
4. 1,6% 125- 049.. which made the ſum. then due ta them to be 
£. 144,138; 17% 434. Jamaicacurrency; equal to (. 10a, 6; 6:. 744. 
ſterling: and this ſum they then claimed, as maſt juſtly due to them. 
from the ſaid Catholic King and Crown. of Spain ; and. thereupon. 
concluded. their. requeſt c eee PI A. 96 jo facie 
ſaid memorial-of.28th of Auguſt preceding. 
That your petitioners addrefled the faid Marquis of Carmarthen: 
by memorial, of the. 23d of February. 1785, whezein they ſtated 


- their claims on the Crown. of Spain to amount, on the 28th of 


November 1784, to the ſum; of £. 144,138;. 175. 44d. to which: 
they added ge 5 on- the ſaid original, principal ſum of, 
£.109,840; 4½ 6d, from the ſaid 28th of. November 1784. to- the. 


. 28th of the then current month of F ebruary 178 5, three months, 


being C, 1,647 32% 040. making, together with the aforeſaid ſum. 
of K. 144-138; 174. 43d. the ſum of . 145,786 9. 5d. Ja- 
maica . currency,. and equal to the ſum of (. 104, 132; 171. 22d. 
ſterling: and this ſum they claimed as being then moſt juſtly due to 
them from the Crown of Spain; and thereupon concluded their 


requeſt 


ca) 


Auguſt 178 4-— nn ii 4851495 118. We 

That your l by their ua of” the 31ſt of, Marc 
1785, addreſſed to the ſaid Marquis of Carmarthen, after making re- 
ference to their ſaid memorial. of, the 28th of February preceding. 
| wherein they claiqaed the above-mentioned ſum of {.10441 323.375, 25d. 


ſterling money, as then due to them from the n of Spain . 
to his Lordſhip as follows, viz. 


att i994 16 nit 


That on the ad of this month of March, an official anſwer pou 


this memorial was communicated to your. memorialiſts” agent, ac- 


« ꝗquainting him, by your Lordſhip's. direction. That orders were 
v tranſmitted to Mr. Liſton, his Majeſty's Miniſter, at Madrid, to 


make the ſtrongeſt. repreſentations in their favour to the, Spanith 
Miniſtry: and that Mr. Liſton informed our Lordſhip in Novem- 
per. laſt, that he had received aſſurances from Count Florida Blanca, 
© that their. clazzzs- would be referred for examination and inquiry. to 
the India: de 


fects of individuals, and thoſe of the ſovereign, or public.. 
„This anſwer, my Lord, ſo. far as. reſpects the Court of Spain, 

your memorialiſts humbly. beg leave to obſerve and ſubmit, is al- 

together defeCtĩ ve, illuſory, aud inſufficient; inſomuch as by thus 


«throwing the buſineſs. into a, channel of- endleſs. procraſtination, , | 
0. it appears in .n@o-other-light than that -of. a crafty expedient, ulti- 
* mately. tending, by its delay, to the evafion and denial of juſtice z: 


and in ſupport mmm beg leave to ſubmit. the 
„ following reaſons :: 

« Firſt, The. ſu rpriſing, captionting,”. and a WR your / memo- 
«rialiſts by his - Catholic Majeſtyꝰs officers, forces, and ſubjecta on 
the 15th of September 1779, is a.matter of public notoriety to all 


the world; and was. more. eſpecially known and approved of at 


the. 


requeſt and prayer to his Lean as i their id an of 8th. 


partinent,, and that all the property. of. private perſons. 
*- ſhould be reftored,. making a diſtinction, however, between the ef- 


652 24 . 
the Court of Spain, tid ie a8 y biller Cburt or Witoþs; Their 
4 Gazettes, which are publications under its own immediate autho- 


tity, not only announred the fact,, but gloried and triumphed in 


© the premeditated treachety of it, and in the robbery, plunder, and 
« captivity that immediately followed it. It muſt be, therefore, 
« equally abſurd and nugatory in the Court of Spain, to refer this 
* inconteſtable point of public notoriety to the examination and in- 
, quiry of the India department, as it would be to make a myſtery 


Aud reference to the ſame board, of their having ſubdued the iſland 


of Minorca: or of any other inconteſtable event, which happened 
n the courſe of the ſubſequent war; with this difference, that the 
«latter were privileged hoſtilities, whereas the former was an in- 
6 fringement of public faith and treatied protection 

- « Secondly, It is equally clear and inconteſtable, that this Wenn 
« ſurpriſe, robbery, and captivity, was committed in profound peace, 
« contrary to the expreſs tenor of the ſixth article of the fubſiſting 
4 Treaty of Commerce, made between the two nations on the 28th of 
** November 1713; and upon a people who, by the 27th article of 
« the treaty of Paris, made on the roth of February 1763, were im- 
% mediately under the ſafeguard” and protection of the Crown of 
Spain ; and who intirely relied on the integrity, honour, and good 
faith of his Catholic Majeſty, who by that article ſolemnly agreed 
„and engaged, —* That he would not permit them or their work- 
© men to be diſturbed or muleſted, under any pretence whatſoever.” 
This fact is therefore incompetent for the examination and diſ- 
« cuffion of the India department; it is founded on the incontro- 
« vertible terms of nn n | mor admitted, od ident 
2 courts. 

„ Thirdly, The ſaid lofſes fuſtained "wy your emed are re- 
« gulatly and duly examined, proved, and aſcertained, under the 
_ roar Anda Majeſty's Governor of Jamaica, under whoſe juriſ- 

3 e dition 


— 


. 
«:diAtion; your motnorialiſts lived at the time they were aſſaulted and 
4 deſpoiled of, their property and liberty, as above ſat forth. Where- 
«: fore the ſum and amount of their claims can with as little pro- 
4 priety, and juſtice: be an object of examination and inquiry with 
the Spaniſh India department, as the matters contained in the two 
« preceding articles. For beſides the folly of expecting what never 
« happened, that ſpoilers. and plunderers, under. whatever form of 
order and diſcipline,, ſhould report to any civil department of the 
< ſtate they belong to, an honeſt account of the injuries they have 
done, and the acquiſitions they have made by rapine, it is a clearly 
« decided and invariable principle, that the ſubjects. ef one ſtate be- 
& ing injured and-deſpoiled by thoſe of another, are to prove and 
cc make out the injuries and loſſes theꝝ have ſuſtained, before the civil 
department of their on ſtate; upon the amount of which; the 
6 ſovereign or ſupreme, power, of the ſtate offended, is to demand 
&« and receive. ſatisfaction of the fovercign os ſupreans power of mw 
C ſtate, offending,..or-whoſe ſubjects have offended... 

No theſe three facts being, as your ee W con- 
« ceive, inconteſtably made out: Firſt, the ſurpriſe, captivity, devaſ-- 
tation, and plunder. committed; ſecondly, the enormity. of the 
& offence and injury itſelf, as being done againſt poſitive treaties ac 
66 tually ſubſiſting, and in breach of the royal honour: and good faith 
& of bis Catholic Majeſty ; and thirdly, a fair, and clear ſtatement 
4 and proof of their loſſes, in conſequence of the ſaid devaſtation 
« and plunder :—They. beg leave to ſubmit to your Lordſhip, that 
« there is not any thing remaining to be referred to the examination 


und inquiry of the Spaniſh India department; nor any real ob- 


6 jection exiſting, that can with juſtice and "propriety; retard for a- 
& moment the immediate admiſſion and ſettlement of theſe claims. 
&« Eſpecially as the declaration made by Count Florida Blanca, 
6 ne all the property of private perſons ſhall be reſtored, making a 
if diſtinction 


80 


* Uſtin Aion between the effects of individuals, and thoſe of the To- 
© vereign, or public. hd go oe r nag; 4e For the fol- 
< lowing reaſons, viz. 815 210 in 
1 Firſt,” Becauſe reſpecting the property violently takeri from your 
< memorialiſts, all thoſe articles which conſiſted of houſes, houſehold 
furniture, proviſions, wearing apparel, table furniture, kitchen 
s utenſils, working implements, Perſonal arms, and other neceſſary 
© and convenient particulars, were, at, or ſoon after the attack, totally 
„ burnt or deſtroyed by his Catholic Majefty's forces and ſubjects. 
All their ſea boats, and crafts of every denomination, Were like- 
„ wiſe burnt, or carried away by the ſpoilers ; by WHich means 
every thing but the wood Ws ſeized, 'burnt, pillaged, and loſt 
for ever to the ſufferers : Tome'sf whom were even put in irons, 
and carried up into the -« blindfolded, as {fo many criminals 
led off for execution; inſornuch that the 'commanding officer, 
* aſhamed of the ſavage devaſtation then made, declared afterwards 
44 to ſeveral of your memorialiſts, that the neceſſity of his complying 
«« with poſitive orders given to him — (mary 1 alone have 
6 * induced him to commit ſuch” arbarty. 

a Secondly, Becauſe the reſid ue of the effects taken from your 

<1 inemorialiſts, on the ſaid 7 5th of September 1779, confiſted of wood 
« cut down, and ready for market, which, in that condition, and in 
4 that country, from the heat and the worm, became in the long 
«ſpace of time, from September 1779 to the Autumn of' 1584, 
« when your-memorialiſts were again intitled to have free acceſs to 


4 it, ſo much injured and unfitted for uſe, as to be almoſt entirely 


* unmarketable; and therefore cannet be received back by your me- 


dix to this memorial, and as is hereafter explained. 


* morialiſts, in compenſation for the good wood taken from them as 
® above ſet forth, in any other ay than is ſpecified in their Appen- 
"That is to 
* fo the good and marketable wood as mentioned at Large, and 
proved 


0 25 ) 


""M Povel 4 in the regular Proceſi of their claims, amounted to 13,153 
e tons, which at the cia market price of £.3; 25. Gd. per ton, would 


have produced to the. the ſum of C. 41, 1063 - x65. 9d. Jamaica 


* currency, or J. 29, 3E>= 3 8. 8 fd. ſterling money of Great - Britain 
and at this rate they Have charged the Crown of Spain, in the re- 
*«« gular proceſs of thæĩ r Claims above- mentioned. This wood was 
at that time their t><=>K in trade, fairly and dearly purchaſed by 
* their labour in ſepara EI ng it from the ſoil, and fitting it for mar- 


«© ket ; and the value thus ſet upon it was then, ' when they were 


«« diſpoſſefſed of it, e of more real worth and uſe, than if they 
had poſſeſſed inſtead it, the ſpecies of money it is equalled to: 


for it not only prod u d at market, the price it is rated at, but 


they could then have purchaſed more in barter for it, from the 
«« ſhips reſorting to te Bay, than they could by that equivalent in 


« pold or filver: where fore this wood, being in all reſpe&s equal 


to the poſſleflion o® _£. 41,106; 16. 9d. Jamaica currency, or 
. 29,3601; 8:. 854. ATerling, in the actual ſpecie of gold or filyer ; 
% and in the inſtances Already mentioned, of purchaſing by. barter 
from the ſhips in the Bay, of even more intrinſic. value than either 
« of theſe ſpecies: the Humbly ſubmit, that in like manner as in 
the other articles of Property taken from them, they are in this 


«« per cent. as they ha we all along charged in their ſeveral memorials 
for aſcertaining thei <laims, and which amounted, on the 28th of 
% February laſt, to the um of L. 104,132; 175. 24d. ſterling mo- 
„ ney of Great-Britaizm .—--On the other hand, your memorialiſts 


«« ſtate, and are ready 2 prove to your Lordſhipꝰs ſatisfaQtion, that 


«« ſince their return t F ucatan in the courſe of the ſummer; 1784, 


«and fince their bei g at liberty to inſpet and ſhip off ſuch 


part and parcels of C wood in queſtion, as remained in any degree 


* ſound and marketable = they have, after the ſtrãcteſt examination, 
E 


« alſo intitled, at leaſt to the ſame legal Weſt-India intereſt of fix 


* 
Ds 
_ you — Nh— —— — — —— — —ͤ—— — — — — 


« ſelected 


D 

ſelected and ſhipped home for this kingdom, out of the whole re- 
maining maſs of the ſaid damaged wood, 1, 305 tons of wood, 
*. which is the whole quantum that was in any degree ſaleable, or 
«+ fir to be brought to market ; fo that the reſt of it remains altoge- 
ther periſhed and loſt; as to any uſe or benefit your memorialiſts 
e can derive from it. And for this 1,365 tons of wood, although 
far inferior in quality and value to what it was in September 1779, 
«« they nevertheleſs do now ſtate and allow for it, the fame price it 
„ ſold for at the time, vis.-at C. 3; 25/ 6d. Jamaica currency; 
«© which produces, for the whole 1, 05 tons, C. 4. 78; 2. 6d. Ja- 
„% maiea currency ;- which is equal to . 2,912 195: 144. ſterling. 
4 So that this ſum being ſubtracted from the whole amount of your 
% memorialiſts claims on the ſaid 28th of February _ the preſent: 
os tate of the aocount wil-be-as follows:: 


| . 2 d. 

6 From total claims on 8th February- 1785, 1 

reg e 9. 8 

Deduct the total amount of esse reco- 

s vered and brought to market, viz; 1,305 tons 
© ot 4-35 29. 6d. Peron, NEG will be in fame | 
66. Currency | — - — — — 


4,0781 2 6 


— — — 


eee 6 105 


— — . 


4% There then edna as total, . a5 then 
% due on 28th ae 755 4 bs 7 


« Which ſum of L. 141,708; 6s. 7044 Jameics currency, equals 
and amounts to we ſum of 4. 0p" + 8 ſterling money 
„ of Great-Britain,' | 

„ Thicdly, Becauſe the an of iy one memorialiſts* loſſes at the 
« time they happened, have been fully eſtabliſhed upon principles af 
* Nen 6 moderation and and this ſpecific value, with 
a 4 the 


* WP... 
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I cho legal Weſi- India intoreſtarigog upon it of fix per cent. per an- 

1 num from that time until reparation be made, are indeed but a mean 

and very inadequate. acknowledgment for the injuries done and the 
i loſſes ſuffered, and very far below the profits and advantages they 
„ would have made, had they not been deprived of their effects and 
liberty in the diſgraceful and ruinous manner they were. 

« Fourthly, Becauſe the pretence of making a diſtin&ion be- 
© tween the effects of individuals, and thoſe of the ſovereign, or pub- 
* lic, is altogether chimerical, and has no exiſtence. ' For the ſpecific 
« articles claimed by your memorialiſts, ſufficiently approve them 
« ſelves to be only and intirely the effects of private individuals; and 
«« where no ſovereign, or public property exiſts or is claimed, it ap- 
** pears altogether nugatory and captious, to make any YEE ITY 


Havingthus juſtiſied the ptopriety and rectitude) . 6. d. 
* of their claims up to the 28th of February 1 pee 6 ww 
 *« amounting then to, in Jamaica currency, 41 


Vour memorialiſis now proceed to aſcertain tho 

1 © intereſt due on their original loſſes, from the ſaid 

©*4 28th of February laſt; to the 28th of this inſtant 

„% month of March 178 5, by deducting the whole 

amount of the wood recovered as above, from their id i 

“ ſaid original loſſes, thus L. . 4. Thee 
Original loſſes in Jamaica currency 109.840 4 6 ö 
Total amount of wood recoveredditto 2 6 

Ds. Remains amount of loſſes, bearing } 
* intereſt | 

"7 Wherefore a now charge 101540 on the. 
«« ſaid remaining original loſſes of C. 105, 7621 2s. li 


« Jamaica currency, from ſaid 28th of Feb. laſt [ 
to ſaid 28th of March, inſtant, being one month - 


Making together in Jamaica currency 4. 142,237; 3 ” 


E 2 « Which 


* das 2 0 


— =. 


528; 16 24 


* - 8 % 


5 1 ct Aa#) 
1 a % Which ſom of . 142237; 3. 04d. Jamaica currency, equals 


© and amounts to the ſum of C. 101, 9% 17s. 14d. ſterling money of 
«4 Great-Britain; and this ſum of £101,597; 17. 14 d. fterling, 
* they humbly claim, as moſt juſtly due and owing unto: them from 
66; his ſaid Catholic Majeſty and the Crown of Spain, on the 28th day 
of this preſent month of March 1785 years, errors of calculation 
* excepted : reſerving their further claims of intereſt, upon the ſaid 
% remaining principal ſum of Z. 105;762; 24. Jamaica currency ; as 
« the ſame ſhall gro- 3 an ae n: 1 be 
made thereof. in | To 
„Upon the whole, your ties wb refpeAtully ſabmit 
9 « the equity, juſtice, 'and moderation of their claims to your Lord- 
« ſhip's conſideration, and how very far they are within the limits of 
equity and juſtice. | They confine ' themſelves intirely to the real 
«and ſtrict value of the property and effects they were diſpoſſeſſed 
« of, and the legal country intereſt upon that intrinſic value, from 
* the time they were" infulted and enflaved, until payment be 
« made to them. Bat they are altogether Glent, in demanding da- 
% mages for being thus attacked, with all the violence, rage, and fe- 
% rocity of an implacable enemy in the midſt of profound peace, and 
«-in breach of the royal agreement and aſſurance of his Catholic Ma- 
« jeſty,—* That they ſhould not be moleſted or injured in their per- 
* ſons or effects, upon any pretence whatſoever ;'——=as well as in vio- 
lation of the moſt ſolemn ſtipulations of the public and-national 
« treaties of 1713 and 1763. They are alſo altogether ſilent re- 
«4 ſpecting the perſonal indignities and injuries they received, in the 
« marches and counter · marches they were forced to make through 
the province of Yucatan, deſpoiled of every caſe and conveniency 
of life; and from thence, in their tranſportation to Cuba, and 
% confinement at the Havannah, for about the ſpace of three years, 
. in which time ſome of them expired in the midſt of diſtreſs and 
7 : | nn. 


6 ) 
miſery. And they are likewiſe altogether filent reſpecting te h 12 
< great and ſevere. loſſes. they ſuſtained, by being deprived all of i 
* them of their ſtock in trade, and many of them of their liberty, 

” by means of which they were rendered moſt effectually unable, 

* not only to acquire fortune, but even the neceſſary ſupplies of 

* life. Thoſe of them who arrived fortunately at Jamaica, lived on 
«© the charitable benevolence of their neighbours; .whilſt thoſe who 

remained in captivity, were at the mercy. of their ſpoilers. Were 

e retribution required for theſe unprovoked and indefencible inju- 

< ries, equally ignominious and diſhonourable to the public repu- 

ce tation of this kingdom, as to that of Spain and his Catholic Ma- 
* jeſty ; the ſum now claimed would weigh as nothing, when put in 

te the balance againſt the ſatis faction ſo juſtly due for ſuck enormous 
* offences. — Your memorialiſts, my Lord, have the: more fully en- 
«+ larged on theſe particulars, at this time, not only to prove irre- 
« ſiſtibly their own moderation in inſiſting upon their preſent claims, 
hut effectually to repel and refute the fictitious plea ſet up by the. 
« Spaniſh Miniſter Count Florida Blanca,-* That his Catholic 
© Majeſty had claims againſt the Britiſh Court, of far greater value 
„ and extent, than thoſe which Mr. Liſton had made on behalf of 
your memorialifts.'--- This plea, my Lord, was officially commu- 
* nicated to your memorialiſts agent, on the 11th of December 
«laſt; to which, in effect, he made the above reply: and your me- 
e morialiſts now reſume it, that they may meet the ill-founded 
6: objection in all its rw ſhould it be ever again advanced into 
„view. oh 
In. reſpect whereof, your ters 7 leave to fubmit the 

pot premiſes to your Lordſhip's beſt attention and protection; and 
« humbly pray that the ſame may be laid before his Mey i in Coun- 
eil. &c. as in former memorials. MY » 


The- 
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The W ended to in this memorial, mentioned the ſhips 
by which the recovered wood, as credited in ſaid memorial, was — 
1 _ 5 * rf DUNG in cach wage viz, - 


| Tons. 
40 By the Sally, Capt. Trail, bound to London, and ere 
„ October 1784. - 458 
By the Speedwell, Capt. de la Teſt, bound to London =] | 
« arrived September ditto. - - ”y 
66 By the Caledonia, Capt. Colghoun, bound to London I |- 238 
s arrived November ditto. 
< By the London, Capt. Reid, bound to London, bs WI] 
© January 1785. 8 7 . 
By the Cæſar, Capt. Wade, bound to Bridtol, and not 921 
* rived. 
By the Honda, Captain Gilchriſt, bound to Landon, Pl. 
1 not arrived, — - 
40 By the Neſtor, Capt. ; $6 99 e ee and 9 5 
* arrived. 


196 


177, 


220 


- * — 8 - 
— — 
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It likewiſe mentioned, that the memorialiſts were ready to give 
evidence of their having charged the wood, which was their property 
at the time they were diſſeized of it, at the market price it fold for 
in the Bay at the time: as. alſo that no more than the wood ſhipped 
in the veſſels above mentioned, had been received or uſed by them, 
as any part or portion of the wood they were poſſeſſed of in Sep- 
tember 1779. And alſo that the above 1,305 tons, is the whole 
quantity which they had been able to ſelect, from the vaſt maſs they 
were deſpoiled of in September 1779, which was then ſo much da- 


3 maged 


„ 


of it home, as being altogether uſeleſs and unſaleable. y 
That your petitioners applied again to the Marquis of Cartnar-- 
then, by their memorial of the 29th. of June 1785, wherein they 
referred to their laſt memorial of the 31ſt of March preceding; 
ſtated-their-claims-due on the 28th of that month in Jamaica cur- 


rency {| — — £- 142,237 3 Ot 
Added intereſt. on the remaining orighnal lofles | 


of C. 105, 562; 2. from agth of ſaid March of 1,586; 8 64 


28th of ſaid June, 3 months, vz. 
| | | X | / 
Making together C. 143,823;11- 7; 


Which was equal to £. 102,7303 155: 114d. ſterling ; which laſt 
ſum they claimed as due on the ſaid 28th of June; and ef 
prayed to be informed of the progreſs: made in ſaid buſineſs, and 
ſupplicated his Lordſhip's attention and protection, &c, as in unite 
. memorials. 's 


That in their memorial to his-Lordſhip of the 12th e 5 


1785, they having ſtated three months intereſt on their ſaid re- 


maining original loſſes, viz. from 28th of June preceding to'28th of 


ſaid September; they aſcertained their claims to be, on ſaid 28th - 
of September, C. 145,410; 0s: 2d. Jamaica currency, equal to 
J. 103,864; 55. 85 d. ſterling, which they claimed as in former me- 
morials: and further ſtated as follows, viz. 1s oT 
«Your memorialifts humbly repreſent to your Lorddipy.. 4 
« Firſt, That by the injuries which gave riſe to thoſe claims in 
% September 1779, the far greater part of themſelves were ruined, 


* and they now can only be relieved from their indigence and diſ-- 


*«treſs, and enabled to proſecute, with any advantage, their induſ- 
* trious labours in the Bay, by recovering their preſent very mo- 


46 derate: 


maped that they neither could nor would attempt to ſend any wore | 
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„ derate claims, for thoſe very great and A r dug N then 
” 2 bene | 
- <6: Secondly, Should the fulleſt atiefation not be made now 17 the 
9 +/Crown of Spain, in conformity to their very moderate claims ; no 
«6 ſecurity whatever will remain for the new ſettlement on the coaſt 
© of Yucatan ; but the ſtrongeſt precedent of injuſtice will be fixed, 
and the cleareſt rule eſtabliſhed upon it by the Spaniſh ſubjects in 
„that part of the world, for committing” rapine, pillage, and un- 
„ bounded cruelty on the perſons and effects of the Britiſh ſettlers, 
*4 whenever theſe ſhall become an object ſufficient, to gorge the ava- 
«rice and licentiouſneſs of Spaniſh cruelty. And ſhould the Moſ- 
«« quito Shore be given up at this time to the King of Spain, and the- 
* ſettlers there retire thence to Yucatan ; the magnitude and import - 
s ance'of this danger will be greatly increaſed, from the thus in- 
1 creaſed number of his Majeſty's ſubjects; which, on this open denfal 
«« of juſtice, will remain at the mercy of the ſame race of depredators, 
% who ruined your memorialiſts.” --- Whereupon they moſt humbly 
begged leave to ſubmit their claims to his Majeſty's royal obſervation, 
as being founded on national right, the ſacred obligation of treaty, 
and the univerſal principles of equity and juſtice, ce. 
| That your petitioners, by their memorial of the 41ſt December 
1785, addreſſed to the faid Marquis of Carmarthen, ſtated their 
claims to his ES, on ons 28th of September preceding, 


at 7 —_ £. 145,410; © 2 
To which they added ons n inssselt on * 


the remaining principal ſum of C. 105,762; 26. Ja- 586; W 6: 
7 - maica currency, from ſaid 28th of Sept. to the 28th 3 | 

+ 08 of the then current month of December, viz. ; 
| * _ together L. 146,996; 8 8: 2 


Which 


© 


( 33 ) 

Which ſum of L£..146,996; 8s. 83d. Jamaica currency, equalled the 
ſum of C. 104,997; . 13d. ſterling money of Great-Britain: and 
this ſum they claimed as then moſt juſtly due to them. After 
which, having repeated the two obſervations contained in their laſt 

memorial, they further repreſented to his Lordſhip, that, Wir 
+ Thirdly, Your memorialiſts moſt reſpectfully repreſent, that 
60, « they had the honour of laying before your Lordſhip, in their me- 
% morial of the 31ſt of March laſt, a full refutation of the dilatory 
* and fallacious anſwer made by the Court of Spain to Mr, Liſton, 
e reſpeting your memorialiſts* claims, as communicated to your me- 
4 morialiſts agent by William Fraſer, Eſquire, upon the ſecond of 
that month ; and of illuſtrating their claims, and of compriſing 
them into ſo ſimple and unexceptionable a point of view, as in 
*« their humble opinion to remain thereafter unimpeachable by the 
« Court of Spain. They at the ſame time offered to prove to your 
* Lordſhip's ſatisfaction, the truth of the facts they ſet forth in ar- 
* ranging their concluſions, and fixing the balance due to them from 
his Catholic Majeſty ; and have, by various applications ſince that 
time, humbly prayed your Lordſhip to make known, what further 
% progreſs hath been made in this buſineſs ; yet have not been hi- 
„ therto favoured with any information whatever upon this ſubject. 
They therefore beg leave, at this time, to renew their requeſt, 
« and moſt carneſtly to entreat your Lordſhip to give directions for 
« making their agent acquainted with the progreſs that has been 
made in ſettling their ſaid claims with the Court of Madrid, and 
« in what ſituation they are at preſent, and when expected to be fi- 
* nally liquidated: they being always ready to give your Lordſhip 
« the fulleſt ſatisfaction of the equity, juſtice, - and moſt: exemplary 


moderation of their ſaid claims upon his Catholic Majeſty and 
the Crown of Spain, and to remove every objection that may be 
” offered by the Court of Madrid, In reſpet whereof your memo- 


« rialiſts 


44 
* of 


( 44 ) 
« tialiſts moſt humbly beg leave to ſubmit their claims to his Ma- 
T jeſty's royal obſervation, as m Oey on ne &c. 
as in former memorial, 


That your petitioners, by their debuted to the ſaid Marquis of 
Carmarthen, of the 17th of April 1786, ſtated the amount of their 
claims on the 28th of December 1785, to be in Jamaica cur- 


rency, = bs =: ROT 8 82 
They added Abi N 0 intereſt from 2 85 


ſaid 28th of December 1785, to 122 of March 
1786, VIZ. — | — — — 


Making together, C. 148,582; 17 37 


Which ſum of C. 148,582; 175. 34d. equal to C. 106,130; 127. 2d. 
Kerling, they claimed as due to them on the ſaid 28th of March 
1786. 

After which they reminded his Lordſhip vf all their applications, 
by memorial, on and from the 18th of May 1784 and of their be- 
ing without any information of the progreſs made in this buſineſs, 

_ . fince November 1784, Whereupon they prayed for further in- 

formation, and that ſuch ſteps might be taken for their relief, by the 

payment of their ſaid claims, as to his Majeſty in Council might 
ſeem meet. 

That your petitioners, by their memorial 3 of July 1786, 

to the ſaid Marquis of Carmarthen, having added three months in- 

tereſt, viz, from 28th of March to the 28th of June preceding, to 
their claims due on the ſaid 28th of March, claimed on the ſaid 

28th of June FL. 150,169; gs. 104d. Jamaica currency, equal to : 

I. 10, 2633 15. ſterling, after which they repreſented to his Lordſhip, 

as follows, viz. 


I « Your 


( 35 ) 


_ « Your memorialiſts further beg leave to refer to their ſaid 
«« laſt memorial of the 17th of April, for a recapitulation of the me- 
« rits of their caſe; and at this time beg leave to remind your Lord» 
*« ſhip of the embittered ſufferings they feel, from the long delay and 
« protraction of juſtice, in detaining them in their preſent moſt la- 
* borious and wretched ſtate of indigence, from their being ſtill de- 
« prived of the uſe of thoſe ſums ſo neceſſary to enable them to 
< better their condition, and which are at the ſame time ſo infinitely 
« inadequate to the injuries they have really ſuſtained. —Where- 
upon they earneſtly prayed to be informed of the progreſs made 
in recovering their ſaid loſſes from the Crown of Spain, and 


how ſoon they might expect areecIon and payment of the 
„ ſame.” 


That your petitioners, in their memorial of the 25th of July, ad- 
dreſſed to the ſaĩd Marquis of Carmarthen, amongſt many particulars 
therein, ſubmitted to his Lordſhip as eſſentially neceſſary for effecting 
the eaſe, permanency, and ſecurity of your petitioners ſettled at Yu- 
catan ; ſtate as follows, viz. 

« Secondly, Your memorialiſts beg leave to obſerve, that were 
« every meaſure granted to anſwer the expectations of the nation, and 
*« the wiſh of your memorialiſts in the arrangement of this Bay ſet- 
*« tlement, no ſecurity will remain, nor no dependence or ſtreſs can 
be reſted, upon whatever royal and ſolemn affurances of protection 
and ſafety the King of Spain can give to your memorialiſts, whilſt 
« he perſiſts to eſtabliſh and encourage the robbery and violence, 

„ moſt unrighteouſly ated and committed upon the property and 
«« perſons of your memorialiſts in September 1779, by delaying to 
* make payment-of the very moderate and under-rated claims of the 
<< ſettlement againſt his Majeſty on that account, amounting on the 
„ 28th of ou laſt to C. 107,263; 18. ſterling. For in proudly 
"7.2 * delaying 


11 

«i delaying and denying to perform this moſt indiſpenſable act of 
« juſtice, he not only breaks his royal word, and ſo diſſolves every 
* principle of honour and good faith, as to render it impoſſible to 
% give any credit to whatever he may undertake ; but he juſtifies 
* the pillage, rapine, and cruelty then committed on your memori- 
„ aliſts, and thereby gives his officers, ſoldiers, and ſubjects, the 
* ſtrongeſt encouragement to repeat with impunity the ſame kind of 
* outrage, as ſoon as your memorialiſts ſhall become, in the courſe 
„of their commerce, proper objects of their avarice and violence. 
% Many were the inſtances of partial injuries, inſults, and pillage, 
* committed againſt your memorialiſts, previous to that capital and 
* univerſal ravage which took place in September 1779 ; and many 
« complaints to the Court of Spain on this head, without obtaining 
the ſmalleſt redreſs. This contempt of juſtice, encouraged the 
* oppreſlors to commit, at length, that univerſal pillage, which is 
the preſent object of complaint; and by not making reimburſe- 
* ment, and puniſhing the delinquents, a ſanction is given to till 
new and greater crimes. It is therefore moſt reſpectfully ſubmitted, 
that the previous and ne- qua- non article in this preſent convention, 
* is to indemnify your memorialiſts as above, and provide ſuitable 
„% cenfure and puniſhment for ſach offenders, in all time coming. 
« When this is done in truth and ſincerity, then, and not till then, 
« will your memorialiſts be able to rely on the royal word of 
bis Catholic Majeſty, and think themſelves ſaſe in depend- 
ing upon his engagements; but without this, no truſt or 
* repoſe, no confidence: or ' Feljance can have place | in the ſettle- 

That your petitioners, by their memorial of the 27th of September 
1786, ſtated to the faid * of Carmarthen the amount of their 


claims 
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claims on the Crown of Spain, on the 28th of June — be 
in Jamaica currency "_ = = i? 4. 150,169; 5 104 

And intereſt on the remaining original loſſes 
of C. 105,762; 27. from ſaid 28th of June to the 2586; 8 62 


28th of the ſaid current month of September, being 
three months 4 
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Makin hes, on- the ſaid 28th of September,] 1 8 
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Which ſum of C. x 51,755; 147. 5d. Jamaica currency, equals 
: 108,395; 18s. 10d. ſterling; and this ſum they then claimed as 
molt juſtly due to them. on the ſaid 28th of September 1786. After 
which they addreſſed his Lordſhip as follows, viz. _ | 
elt is with the greateſt and deepeſt concern that your. memori- 
* aliſts now perceive the late Convention, between his Majeſty and 
the King of Spain, to have been finally formed, ratified, and con- 
I cluded, on the 1ſt inſtant, without comprehending in it, and aſcer= + 
* taining the payment of their reſpective loſſes, as contained in the 
« above-mentioned aggregate loſſes of £. 108,396; 185., 104. ſter- 
„ling. This their concern and diſtreſs, my Lord, proceeds on the 
following principles and reaſons, viz, 

« Firſt, Becauſe their loſſes, which give riſe to and form the * 
aggregate claim, are fairly, regularly, and fully proved, under the 
* authority of the Governor of Jamaica, and with ſuch an equitable 
* liberality and moderation, as may not perhaps be equalled in any 

« former example of the kind that can be produced, in the caſe of 
any other people, forming a part, and intitled to the protection 
of this, or any other nation. And in this point of view, they hum-- 
* bly claimed the protection of his Majeſty; and conceived them- 
ſelves Wann intitled to the molt aus and effectual 
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«« exertions of adminiſtration, in obtaining full and EY 
« faction and payment of this their aggregate claim, particularly in 
the courſe of adjuſting the articles of the preſent Convention, 

% Secondly, Becauſe every illuſive argument for needleſs delay, 
formed and communicated by the Court of Spain to evade the 
* payment of your memorialiſts ſaid. aggregate claizn, as commu- 
«« nicated by Mr. Liſton to your Lordſhip in Novenaber 1784, and 
% made known to your memorialiſts on the ad of March 1785, 
« was, as your memorialiſts humbly conceive, "moſt -amply expoſed 
and refuted by their memorial to your Lordſhip, under the 31ſt 
* of ſaid March 1785, upon the inconteſtable principles of equity 
* and juſtice, the facred obligations of treaty, the indiſpenſable ho- 
« nour and good faith of the Catholic King, as wel as the clear 
« and unchangeable public rights of his Majeſty and this kingdom. 
« Inſomuch that from that time to this, no ſhadow of plea or pre- 
i tence whatever has been made on the part of the Court of Spain, 
« to ſupport its ſo continued delay of juſtice, fo far as has come to 
the knowledge of your memorialiſts, This decided ſuperiority 
on the part of your memorialiſts, augments their ſurpriſe, and 
«« apgravates their concern, at ſeeing themſelves thus fo entirely 
abandoned and given up, throughout the whole of the ſaid Con- 
vention. 

« Thirdly, Becauſe by the ſpirit, letter, and whole frame and 
„tenor of this Convention; although his Majeſty has refigned and 
given up to the abſolute will and dominion of the King of Spain, 
% without any viſible cauſe or conceivable confideration whatſoever, 
«+ the whole people and country of the Moſquito Shore, forming 
* heretofore by far the richeſt, moſt extenſively ſecure, and important 
_ «« province, colony, or ſettlement, which ever was actually under 
„the dominion, and in the poſſeſſion of the Crown: of Great-Bri- 
* tain; and to which his n had the pureſt, perfeQeſt, and 
66 moſt 
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% moſt honourable title of ſovereignty, that perhaps ever exiſted in 
ny other given inſtance : yet no ſtipulation has been made in fa- 
«« your of your memorialiſts, nor has the royal dignity, honour, and 
good faith of the King of Spain been thereby prevailed upon to 
© make payment to your memorialiſts, of their ſaid aggregate claim 
* ſo juſtly due, and ſo very inadequate" to the injuries inflicted on 
« your memorialiſts, as well as to the dominion ſo lately ceded to 
« him. This very fingular and extraordinary event, equally fills 
* your memorialifts with aſtoniſhment and deſpair, as being thereby 
forced into a belief, that the perſonal and honorary engagements 
* of the King of Spain are of no eftimation or value, and that their 
protection and intereſt, as coloniſts of Great-Britain, are ſo neg- 
6 lefted, as to be left wa dn: mts te codec pleaſure of 

« the Crown of Spain. 
Fourthly, Becauſe as your nentorialifts 1550 often had the ho- 
% nour of repreſenting to your Lordſhip, if the inſults, indignities, 
« and lofſes which they have fo frequently ſuſtained in this theic 
very precarious ſettlement on the coaſt of Yucatan, and which 
«« were, in the month of September 1779, carried to the higheſt ex- 
« tent of oppreſſion, pillage, and captivity, are not in the moſt ex- 
© emplary manner acknowledged and redrefſed, by the King of 
« Spain making payment to your memorialiſts, of their aforeſaid ag- 
«« oregate claim of C. 108,396; 18s. rod. ſterling money of Great- 
„Britain; and by expreſſing, in ſpecial orders for this purpoſe, his 
% royal indignation at ſuch conduct and treatment in future, the 
A cleareſt and moſt unequivocal ſanction will be given to the go- 
« yernors, forces, and ſubjects of Spain in that diſtri, to repeat at 
« pleaſure the like enormities ; which will, in this particular caſe, 
«« be confirmed and approved of, not only by their ſovereign's public 
«« delay of juſtice to Ir memorialiſts, but by his profound filence 
66 with reſpe& to the"Trimes of his people. In looking forward at 
* this 


— 


* this imminent danger, 


morial of 27th September 1786, they ſct® 
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your memorialiſts, with horror, behold 
1 themſelves deprived of the protection due to the ſubjects and Co- 
« loniſts of Great - Britain; whilſt thus they muſt remain open and 
* defenceleſs, againſt-whatever wanton and avaricious inſults may at 
« pleaſure be inflicted upon them, by the covetous, proud, ignorant, 
and gruel Spaniſh Americans. 

« Upon the whole, ſhould any past public aſs exiſt, why 
the King of Spain ſhould not be. compelled to do juſtice to your 
„% memorialiſts, in a matter ſo intirely national as the preſent, in 
„ which the greateſt and groſſeſt injuries and oppreſſions have been 
«« exerted over its ſubjects, in breach of the moſt ſolemn ſtipulations 
« of treaty, and in which the: honour, dignity, and intereſt of the 


_ *« ſtate demand its exertion, to give protection and ſecurity to its 


« ſubjets:—In this caſe it is moſt humbly ſubmitted, that your 
% memotialiſts are moſt equitably and juſtly intitled to have their 
4 loſſes, as contained in their ſaid aggregate claim of C. 108, 396; 
« 1$5. 10d. ſterling, immediately ſatisfied and paid by the public; 
„ on whoſe account, and for whoſe ſuperior ſafety, the power of 
the ſtate is reſtrained from compelling the violator of public faith, 
to make ſatisfaction and payment of the above ſum to your me- 
1 morialiſts; and that Government therefore will, in this event, ſo 
* take the lead, as to direct and conduct ſuch applications, as may 
% be neceflary to be preſented to Parliament for this purpoſe.— In 


« reſpe whereof, your memorialiſts humbly pray your Lordſhip, to 


„lay the premiſes before his Majeſty in Council, in order that ſuch 
« meaſures may be taken thereupon, as to his Majeſty, in his royal 

„ wiſdom, may ſeem meet. 
That your petitioners, on the Zoth of * laſt, preſented 
a memorial to both your Majeſty's Secretaries of State, Lords Car- 
mar and Sydney. In which, having rafgered to their laſt me- 
mth their claims on 
the 


* 
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the Crown of Spain on the, ſaid 28th of September, to be, in Ja- 
maica currency, C. 151,755; Tas. d. To which they added three 
months intereſt on the remaining original loſſes of FL. 10575 25, 
from ſaid 2Bth September to the 28th of December laſt, being 
L. 15886; 8s. 64d. and making together the ſum of C. 153.3425 
21. 11 4d. equal to L£. 109,530; 25. 1d. ſterling· Which ſum 
they claimed as moſt juſtly due to them on the faid 28th of De- 
cember 1786 ; reſerving, as formerly, the growing intereſt on the 


ſaid remaining . loſſes. After which whey” tated as ug 
lows. 957 
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« 8 of the 25th of September laſt, which they . ad- 
tc here to in all its parts, and hold as being hete repeated. They 
© likewiſe beg leave to obſerve, that it is now two years ſince any 
4 ſteps appear to have been taken, or any progreſs made at the 
© Court of Spain, for obtaining ſatisfaction and payment of their 
rc ſaĩd aggregate claira of C. 109,530; 25. 12d. "Although, during 
4 this time, the Treaty of Convention between his Majeſty and the 
King of Spain, has been finally concluded and ratified, without 
any mention whatever being therein made of your 'metnorialiſts' 
4 ſaid equitable, juſt, and national demands. This leads your nfe- 
r morialiſts to conceive, that the prepollent national ſafety and in- 
u tereſt have reſtrained” his Majeſty's Government, from inſiſting 
* upon and obtaining payment of their ſaid claim from the Crown 

© of Spain ; and thereupon they humbly think themſelves well and 
&« fairly intitled to petition the Honourable Houſe of Commons in 
« Parliament, for indemnification of their ſaid loſſes. In reſpect 
„ whereof, they humbly requeſt your Lordſhip, by the earlieſt and 
4 firſt opportunity, to lay this, and their former memorials, before 
« his Majeſty in Cquncil, in order that they may, as they now 
% do, moſt Bun beſeech and pray his E that he will 
. G be 
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© be pleaſed .to.,recommend their , ſaid 79 5 , to. be Bes 
formed with the approbation of his ' Miniſters, to his 
« Majeſty” 5 Honourable Houſe of Commons i in Parliament aſſembled 5 
pray ing to be nid and paid their ſaid claim of L. 109, 5 3⁰³ 
4 25, 14. ſterling,” Kc. 42 1 4 
That your petitioners, having applied by te agent to the ſaid 
Right Honourable Lord Sydney, under the 17th. of January laſt, 
requeſting the favour of his Lordſhip to give an audience to himſelf, 
and a committee of the correſpondents and friends of your peti- 
figners, upon the fubject of their ſaid memorial of the zoth of De- 
gember ; in order that they might regulate their future proceedings 
to Parliament, for obtaining redreſs : : his Lordſhip,  agreeably to 
their requeſt, granted the ſame on the 22d of faid January, at 
which time his Lordſhip 4 the aid Committee : That 
40 Government would take no ſep reſpecking the Honduras claims, 
0 "rf 11 anſwer was obtained from the 9 of Madrid; ; and 


peau, of their making this pa. ay e to your Mey; ;- 
who, in return thereto, made known to their ſaid agent, that ſuch. 
" application would in no ſhape be offenſiye to his Lordſhip. In con- 
ſequence of whioh implied permiſſion, they have bumbly ſtated their 
caſe and proceedings at this time to your Majeſty | in Council; and 
thereupon beg leave to conclude. 

That as all their previous applications to your Majeſty's s Minifters,. 
during the ſettling of the Preliminaries, and during the final ar- 
rangement of peace with the King of Spain, as herein before. ſet 
forth, were ineffectual to procure any artiele whatſoever, iipulating 
redreſs for the aforeſaid loſſes ſuffered by your petitioners ; and as 


all 


&t « ö 


vll their ſubſequent applications made, as before, related, for the ſame 
purpole, after they had eſtabliſhed the amount of their ſaid lotet. 
upon the moſt moderate ſcale of computation, proved. equally incf- 
fectual and abortive, 1 N the whole ſp ace of 1 twenty months that 
the Treaty of Conyention ſubſiſted bet w e een the two Crowns: 1 the 
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humbly conceive no better ſucceſs can z attend any n reference to be now 
made to your Majeſty's Ambaſlador, i in the ordinary diſcharge of his 
duty at the Court of Madrid. Becauſe, although your petitioners' 
\ intereſts were eſſentially united Pia the future ſecurity of the whole 
Jo ſiettlement, in obtaining ſatisfac u and payment of their belegt 
olaims; and although the ale e wiſdom, energy, and i influence 
of all your Majeſty's Miniſters were, as your petitioners conceive, 
fully exerted for atchieving the ſame end, not only in ſettling pre- 
\iminaries, and adjuſting the peace, but afterwards alſo in cloſing the 
late Treaty of Convention: na even although in'the laſt-mentioned 
Ereaty, the Moſquito Shore, com prehending the extent of a kingdom 
| ineſtimably valuable in its native riches, as well as in its commercial 
And political conſequences,” and held by the beſt of all rights, the vo- 
; luntary ſurrender 'of 1 free people, was given up to the Crown of 
Spain; yet were not "your Majeſty" s Miniſters able" to procure from 
chat Crown, payment of your petitioner claims, notwithſtanding 
they reſted * upon the ſtrongeſt foundations of public and private 
4 richts. It cannot, therefore, as your petitioners humbly conceive, 4 
be expected after all this, that your Majeſty's Ambaſſador, of how- | 
ever great and tranſcendent abilities, can. ſingly accompliſh, what the | 
united wiſdom and influence of your Majeſty's Government has not 
© been able to effect. For theſe” reaſons your petitioners are led to 
.#hink,, that your, Majeſty's Miniſters, taking into view all intereſts 
and connections, and | nfluenced fol lely by what is ultimately bt for 
promoting the general proſperity and happineſs of you Majeſty” 5 


ſubjects and dominions, have neceſſarily permitted your petitioners 
G2 claims 
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"lads to give way to the great and ſuperior intereſts of the public, 
in thus finally concluding the late Treaties of Peace and Convention 
with the Catholic King. Whereupon your petitioners humbly ap- 
prehend, they are well and fairly intitled, from the merits of their 
caſe, and the very indigent and diſtreſſed ſituation which the Spaniſh. 
injuries have reduced them to, as well as their approved and invinor- 
; ble loyalty to your Majeſty, and the interefts of the parent ſtate, to, 
petition the Honourable Houſe of Commons in Parliament aſſembled, 
for indemnification of their faid loſſes: as the attention paid by your- 
Majeſty s, Government to public ſafety and felicity, has been the ſole 
efficient cauſe of their not having obtained * ay rs r and! 
payment from the Crown of Spain. 5 


| Tis] reſpect whereof, your petitioners moſt humbly. and! 
ſtetvently pray your Majeſty, to recommend their ſaid! 
jpretition and caſe to your Majeſty's Honourable Houſe of 
G11 Commons in Parliament aſſembled, praying, to be in- 
 demnified and, * their ſaid aggregate claim of 
. 1099830; 28. 12d. ſterling money of Great- Britain, 
due on the ſaid ah of December 1786; and the 
growing intereſt on the remaining original ſum of 
C. 105,762; 27. Jamaica currency, from that time until. 
the preſentment. of ſaid petition: ar to grant to your 
petitioners ſuch other immediate and effectual relief in 
the premiſes, as to your Majeſty, in your royal wiſdom,, 
may ſeem meet. 
And your petitioners. hal ever pray, &c... 


Lennox, th March, = In, name of the Memorialiſts, by Virtue 
1787. olf their Power of Agency. 
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I the courle of ſoliciting an anſwer to-this petition at the Coun-- 
.cil-Office,. the agent having been officially made acquainted. upon the 
275th-of April 1785, that the ſaid petition,; by the direction of the 
Lord Preſident of Council, had been remitted: to the. Right Honour- 
able Mr. Pitt, Firſt Lord of the Treaſury ; he addreſſed his Lordſhip 
on the 29th. of ſaid April, by memorial, in name of the: faid: ſufferers : 
at Yucatan in September 1779; wherein, after ſtating. the prayer of. 
the preceding petition to the King in Council, and that their claim for 
principal and intereſt,, amounted on the 28th of, this April 1787, ,to 
the ſum of C. 111,008; 25. 10d. ſterling; the memorial. concluded 
with ſubmitting to his Lordſhip, the inſupportable lofles the memo-- 
rialiſts had ſuffcred,,as well as the iniquity, oppreſſion, and. injuſtice 
attendiug theſe loſſes ;; and that as the higheſt and. ſole hopes of the 
memorialiſts, were placed in the juſtice, magnauimity, and wiſdom 
of his Majeſty's Councils, they humbly prayed his Lordſhip's protec- 
tion, and requeſted an anſwer to their ſaid petition of the th of 
- March preceding.. 
Noanſwer having been obtained. to this, and other n 
made upon the ſame ſubject, and that as late as the 7th of October 
laſt 1788, which ſubmitted to the Miniſter, the neceſſity the ſufferers 
were now under, to print: their caſe for the information of Parlia- 
ment: they were thereby induced to conclude, that it was the 
pleaſure. of Government, it ſhould ſo come before Parliament,, ſup-- 
- ported ſolely by its own merits, and unaccompanied by any direct 
and. immediate. recommendation from his Majeſty. Wherefore, in 
mn. 
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ber with this idea, and the neceſſities of their own 1nſupport- 
able ſituation, they now humbly beg leave ſhortly to reſume and 
Nate the merits of their caſa. and thereupou their clam to parlia- 
mentary relief- 

- Firſt, It is humbly ſubmitted, that by the 15th article of the 
Troy of Paris, concluded on the 1oth of February 1763, and herein- 
before referred to; the petitioners and claimants were ſo fully and 
Intirely placed under the protection of his Catholic Majeſty, and his 
Catholic Majeſty thereby ſo fully and intirely aſſured them of his 
protection, that no diſſenſion or war between the two crowns could 
uffect their ſtate of freedom, 'ſafety, and ſecurity, until he had diſen- 
gaged himſelf of his royal obligation, by permitting them to return 
freely and unmoleſted, with their property and effects, under the pro- 
tection of their proper ſovereign: for until this event, and during 
their reſidence at Tucatan, his royal faith and honour were pledged 
for their ſafety. But, 

Second, This Treaty of Paris declares, in the Wy article of it, 
That the Treaties of Madrid, between the Crowns of Great-Britain 
amid Spain of 1667 and 1670, and thoſe of Peace and Commerce. of 
Utrecht of 1713, and the Definitive Treaty of -Aix-la-Chapelle of 
<0 1748, ſerve as a baſis and foundation to that peace, and then pre- 
"<< ſent treaty ; and for this purpoſe they are thereby all renewed and 

% confirmed in the beſt form, as if they were inſerted there word for 
word, ſo that they are to be exactly obſerved, for the future, in 
'4* their whole tenor, and religioufly executed on all fides, in all their 
points.“ Now, 


The 36th article of the Treaty of Madrid, dated che ++ of May 
1667, runs thus: 


„If it ſhall happen hereafter” ey any -Sifference fall out (which 
God forbid), between the King of Great-Britain and the King of 
spain, whereby the mutual c commerce and good correſpondence 


© may 
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may be endangered, the reſpective ſubjects and people of each party, 
& ſhall have notice thereof given them in time; that is to ſay, the 
. ſpace of fix months, to tranſport their merchandize and effects, 
„without giving them in that time, any moleſtation or trouble, or 
* retaining, or embarking, their goods or perſons.” 

The r$th article of the Treaty of Peace and Friendhip, concluded 
at Utrecht the vr of July 1713, runs thus: 

„But if (vhich God forbid), the diſputes which are commit, 
«ſhould at any time be renewed between their ſaid royal Majeſties, 
and break out into open war, the ſhips, merchandizes, and goods, 
c both moveable and immoveable, of the ſubjects on both ſides, - 
„ which ſhall be found to be and remain in the ports and dominions 

of the adverſe party, ſhall not be confiſcated, or ſuffer any damage; 

* dut the ſpace of ſix months, on the one part, and on the other, 
«ſhall be granted to the ſaid ſubjects of each of their {aid royal 
*« Majeſtics,..in order to their ſelling the aforeſaid things, or any 
other their effects, or carrying away and tranſporting the ſame 
_ © from thence, whitherſoever they pleaſe, without wy moleſta- 
£6 tion. 9 

The 6th and 7th articles of the Treaty of Navigation and Com 
merce, concluded at Uttecht the . of V 1713, run thus: 


neren v1; 


* And as the ſabjedts of their Majeſties are to enjoy, on both pdes, : 
an iutire, ſecure, and unmoleſted uſe and liberty of navigation and 
& commerce, as long as the peace and friendſhip; entered into by 
« their Majeſties and their Crowns, ſhall continue; ſo likewiſe their 
« Majeſtics have provided, that the ſaid ſubjects ſhall not be deprived 
« of that ſecurity, for any little difference which may poſſibly ariſe, - 
5 but that they ſhall; on the contrary; enjoy all the benefits of Praces , 
e until war be declared between the two Crowns, . 


4 „ And a 


(#3 


And it is further agreed, that if it ſhould happen (which _ 
„ prevent), that war ſhould ariſe aud be declared between their Ma- 
<c jeſties and their Kingdoms, then, according to the contents of the 
*« 36th article of the afore-mentioned treaty of 1667, after the de- 
i claration of ſuch a rupture, the ſpace: of ſix inonths ſhall be allowed 
— to the ſubjects· of each party, refiding in the dominions of the other, 
in which they ſhall be permitted to withdraw with their families, 
* goods, merchandizes, effects, and ſhips; and to tranſport them, after 
% having paid the due and accuſtomed impoſts, either by ſea or land, 
to whatſoever place they pleaſe ; as they ſhall alſo be ſuffered to ſell 
and alienate their moveable and immoveable goods, and freely, and 
6 without any diſturbance, to carry away the price of them; nor 
** ſhall their goods, wealth, merchaudizes, or effects, much leſs their 
+ perſons, be in the mean time detained or moleſted, by any ſeizure 
or arreſt, Moreover, the ſubjects of each ſide ſhall, in the mean 
time, enjoy and obtain quick and im partial juſtice, by means of 
„ which-they may, before the expiration of the fix months, recover 
the goods and effects which they have lent, either to the N 
or to private perſons.” 


* - 


ARTICLE vil. 


And it is further agreed, that all the lofſes which the ſubjeRt of 
either Crown ſhall duly prove, that they have ſuſtained in the be- 
« inning of the late war (contrary to the tenor of the 36th article of 
A the above-mentioned treaty), whether they conſiſted of moveable 
A or immoveable goods, ſhall be reciprocally made good, without any 
44 delay to them, their lawful procurators, heirs, or thoſe to whom 
. * their cauſe is entruſted; and reſtitutionſhall be made of thoſe goods, 
„ whether lands, buildings, or inheritance, or of what ſort ſoever 

* they are which remain, and were confiſcated; and the juſt and lawful 


45 price of thoſe goods, which cannot be recovered, whether moveable 
2 * or 


49 


* of thathbieants; ſhatl be paid; and their Majeſties have atticled and 
agreed, that the ſaid payments, the pretenſions to them being, as is 
* aforeſaid, fully proved, ſhall key px be performed, and'made by 
*«« their treaſurers on each part.” And, | 

The third article of the Definitive Treaty of Peace and Friendſhip, 
concluded at Aix-la-Chapelle on the 18th of October 1748, declares 
teſpecting Great-Britain and Spain, That the Treaties of Madrid 
between the Crowns of England and Spain, of 1667 and 1670, 
and of Utrechit'of 1713, ferve as a baſis and foundation to that peace, 
«and then preſent treaty; and for this purpoſe they are renewed and 
confirmed in the beſt form, and as if they were therein inſerted 
«© word for word, ſo that they ſhall be punctually obſerved for the 
„future in all their tenor, and religiouſly executed on the one fide 
and the other.” 

In violation of all theſe ſolemn and binding articles, of ancient and: 
modern Treaties of Peace, Friendſhip, and Commerce, ſubſiſting in 
their full force, vigour, and effect, between the Crowns of Great-Bri- 
tain and Spain; the petitioners and ſufferers clearly and fairly late; 

Firſt, That they were in the month of September x 779, violently 
aſſaulted and captivated in their perſons, and robbed of their property 
and effects, as ſtated in their preceding caſe, by his Catholic Majeſty's 
ſubjects. That this violation of treaties, and their ſufferings, loſſes, 
and opprefſions, were duly made known and ſubmitted to his Majeſty's 
Government; and compenſation claimed as due from the Crown of 
Spain, during the late war, and previous to the Preliminaries and De- 
finitive Treaty of Peace following thereon in September 17833 as 
well as during the twenty months employed in negociating the ſub. 
ſequent Convention Treaty, concluded in July and September 1786. 

Secondly, That their loſſes and injuries are not of the nature of 
private feuds or oppreſſions, committed by the ſubjects of one Cron 
upon the ſubjects of another Crown ; but are the immediate effects 

| | H | of 


(3 


of a breach of public royal engagement and good faith, on the part of 
the Crown of Spain with the Crown and Legiſlature of Great-Bri- 
tain, in contradiction to, and defiance of his Catholic Majeſty's ſo- 
mn aſſurance and obligation, ſpecially ſet forth in the 17th article of 
the Treaty of Paris in 1763 and in breach. of all the articles of pre- 
ceding treaties thereby confirmed, and herein enumerated :. wherefore 
it is humbly ſubmitted, that it is incumbent upon the. Crown and 
_ Legiſlature of Great-Britain, to compel the Crown of Spain to in- 
demnify and. fully compenſate theſe loſſes and injuries; or ſhould 
the public intereſt and neceſſities. of the ſtate. render this uneligible ; 
to at. leaſt indemniſy and compenſate the. individual ſufferers, wha 
have been thus. oppreſſed and injured, for the conveniency and ad- 


vantage of the greater and. more important intereſt and felicity of 
the public at large. 


Third, That their loſſes, conſiſting of 96 claims, and arnounting: 
together to the intrinſic ſum of L. 109,840; 45. 6d. Jamaica currency, 
with country intereſt of ſix per cent. thereon, ſince the time their in- 
juries and mĩsfort unes commeneed in September 1779, are charged. 
with the greateſt moderation, as is moſt clearly explained in the pre- 
ceding caſe, For their claims, as may appear from inſpecting them, 
are made with ſo ſtrict an attention to truth and moderation, that. 
there have not been brought into view any of the vialences exerted. 
againſt them in breach of public. treaties, nor the perſonal indignities. 
and injuries which. ſuch of them ſuffered, as were carried into capti- 
vity, by their being driven and. travelled. from ſtation to. ſtation, 
through the province of Yucatan; and tranſported from thence to the. 
iſland of Cuba, where they continued to be treated as a miſerably in- 
ferior and baſe race. of men, for nearly the ſpace of three. years; in. 
which time ſome of them died. in miſery and diftreſs.:. nor have they 
brought toaccount the wretchedneſs of others,, who having arrived at. 


Jamaica, ſtripped. of their little property, were reduced to ſubſiſt on. 
2 | the 


% 
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the benevolence of that iſland; nor the abſolute incapacity which this: 
robbery has placed them all in, of ever retrieving the mediocrity of 
their former ſituations until this day. And although they have charged 
fix per cent. of country intereſt on their original loſſes; yet this very 
intereſt is incomparably low and inadequate, to the natural, regular, 
and neceffary advantages which they would have made of theic reſpec- 
tive little funds, had they been, as they were entitled by every 128885 
ple of public law and equity, permitted to retain them. | 
Upon the whole, theſe petitioners and ſufferers having thus dds 
reſumed the merits of their caſe, beg leave to bring forward and ſtate 
their claims, as they will ſtand on the 28th, of this month of February 
1789, viz. | | | | 
Aggregate of claims and intereſt due on the 28th of April 1787, 
in ſterling money - - — — 4. 111, 08; 2 10 
Intereſt on remaining original loſſes of C. 105, 762; 
24. from 28thof ſaid April 1787, to 28thof Feb. 178g, 
being one year and ten months, is, in Jamaicacurren- | 
ey, C. 11,6333 16s. 44d. which in ſterling money is — 
Making together, in ſterling money, the total ſum of C. 119, 317 10 10 


— — 


This aggregate claim of one hundred and nineteen thouſand three 
hundred and ſeventeen pounds ten ſhillings and ten- pence ſterling, 
with all the merits attending this very peculiar and extraordinary 
caſe, is moſt humbly ſubmitted, 


In Name of the Claimants, 
By Virtue of their Power of Agency, 
ROBERT WHITE, 
London, 28th February, | 
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